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seem instinctive, a doubt will be made whether the
legislator really intended what he seems to have
declared, and all the arts of reason and sophistry
combined will be employed to put an interpretation
upon his language consistent with justice. The
Koran was a codification of Mahometan law, and if
codification could anywhere succeed it would be in
the stationary society of Islam; but the learned
doctors who administered that law found it pregnant
with the same uncertainties, and removed them
in much the same way. Says Gibbon:

"From the Atlantic to the Ganges the Koran is acknowledged
as the fundamental code, not only of theology, but of civil and
criminal jurisprudence; and the laws which regulate the actions
and the property of mankind are guarded by the infallible
and immutable sanction of the will of God. This religious
servitude is attended with some practical disadvantage; the
illiterate legislator had been often misled by his own preju-
dices and those of his country; and the institutions of the
Arabian desert may be ill-adapted to the wealth and num-
bers of Ispahan and Constantinople. On these occasions
the Cadhi respectfully places on his head the holy volume
and substitutes a dexterous interpretation more apposite to
the principles of equity and the manners and policy of the
times/' *

The extent of the uncertainty thus necessarily
incident to statutory law is vastly greater than is
commonly supposed. The believers in codification
are deluded by the notion that there is by means of
language a capability, not only of making all things
known by any persons clearly intelligible to others,
but of making things clearly known which are in
their nature uncertain. But upon any just com-
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